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Abstract

To What Extent Do Jordanian Shareholding Companies
Commit to Issuing Sustainability Report, And How to
Develop a Model for This Report According to the Global

Reporting Initiative Principles

Prepared by: Ashtar Qastantine Kalita
Supervised by: Prof. Mohamad Matar

This study aimed to show the concepts and principles that govern the
preparation of sustainability reports and discuss its intellectual basis in the theories of
accounting, management science, and economic, which make up the conceptual
framework of sustainability accounting. In addition to highlighting the benefits of
sustainability reports to related parties . It also aimed to find the fact to what extent do
Jordanian Shareholding Companies commit to issuing and disclose Sustainability
informations, and shed light on the shortcomings, and improve it all the way to develop
a model for the sustainability report to be generalized according to the principles Global
Reporting Initiative (GRI).

To achieve the objectives of the study, the practical part included a field study
which was carried out into two ways: first, the experimental method through which the
actual verification have been done to check to what extent the shareholding companies
included in the sample of (161) company, do disclose sustainability informations,
whether through a sustainability report, or through its disclosures attached to annual
financial statements. The experimental method have been done by via access to the
actual published financial statements for the year 2012, either paper ones, or those
published on the websites of those companies. The second : the survey style, which has
been under a questionnaire designed on the basis of the principles and indicators of the
Global Initiative for reporting GRI, the questionnaire distributed to a sample of (167)
individuals of three categories related to the issue of sustainability, namely:

Administration of Jordanian public shareholding companies, shareholders and related



parties of interest, and other community groups. The intent of this questionnaire was to
stand on the attention span of those categories to disseminate information about
sustainability and then take advantage of the information obtained from such resolution
in the development of the proposed model for the sustainability report , which fits with
the Jordanian environment.

The study found that the Jordanian public shareholding companies included in
the sample of experimental method bother to publish annual sustainability informations,
through a seperate sustainability report or through its Disclosures attached to annual
financial statements. It also revealed, that a high proportion had previously seen
published sustainability informations and supported strongly shareholder companies
issuing sustainability reports and that to be in a mandatory way. As well as the results of
the study sample of three categories showed their interesting of the sustainability report
three axes and their component items , and the priority was for the economic axis,
followed by the community axis , and then the environmental axis. Among the most
important findings of the study was the developing of a proposed model for the
independent sustainability report and appropriate for the Jordanian environment, which
is consistent with the principles and indicators of the Global Initiative for reporting
GRIL

The study recommended that official bodies should promote awareness and
encourage the Jordanian public shareholding companies of the importance of this type
of report , it also recommended that Jordanian public shareholding companies applying
the model sustainability report that has been developed through this study to be an
independent report comes out in line with the principles and indicators issued by the

Global Initiative for reporting GRI.
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